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plays round the very gods, and in Plato hovers on the revered
head of Socrates himself; that indulgent irony which suffuses
the last chapter of Jonah and the gentlest of the parables. No
man could live alone with two such angry and majestic prophets.

As a fourth Bible, we are offered Shakespeare, entire and
alone. We are familiar enough with the thought 5 there are for
sale sets of "the three essential books, The Bible, Shakespeare,
and a Concise Dictionary." The unity of this Bible is undeni-
able j it resides in the personality, mysterious as it may be, of a
single author. And there is a Shakespearian "country of the
soul," which is not identical with Elizabethan England. Like
English travelers in Tibet or Patagonia, the Shakespeare spirit
carries its own atmosphere into unbelievable places: a blasted
heath, a balmy night in Venice, Prosperous Island, a tavern in
Cheapside, the coasts of Bohemia. It is a new land indeed 5 it
borders on Christianity, Antiquity, and Medieval Romance 5 it
borrows from all three, but it stoutly maintains its separate ex-
istence. The variety is that of life itself: a life tragic at the core
even in its gayest moments, a life that reaches beyond the vis-
ible. It embraces Lear, Rosalind, Falstaff, Ariel. No need to ex-
patiate on such a well-worn theme. The Robinson Crusoe who
draws Shakespeare for solace on his desert island is not to be
pitied.

The fifth Bible, in Professor Moulton's scheme, has for its
center, not a man, but a theme: the Faust cycle. It is a wrestling
with the eternal problem: What shall it profit a man to gain
the world if he loses his soul? Faust is one of the three great
Romantic myths in whom this conflict is illustrated. The second
is Don Juan, and the third Napoleon: for the man of flesh and
blood, the realistic administrator and strategist, became a sym-
bol within a decade of his death. All three set out to "gam the
world": through knowledge, through love, through powerj
three forms of conquests, three forms of selfishness, three ulti-
mate failures. For all three "lose their souls": at least it is not
through their own merits that they are redeemed.

This would form an admirable nucleus for a Bible* But, as